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But Lord Milner's despatch to Mr. Chamberlain has proclaimed to
the world that in three essential particulars the present Government is
relaxing restrictions, namely, that Bazaars are being selected in quarters
which would be accessible to all communities and not far from centres of
business; that licenses held by bona-fide refugees to trade outside Bazaars
will be renewed for the respective places, and that Indians of better stand-
ing would be free from all legal disabilities.

The above unvarnished statement of facts shews clearly, with the
greatest deference to His Excellency, that not one of the statements made
above can be borne out by facts; for Bazaars have been selected in in-
accessible quarters, licenses held by bona-fide refugees are not being renewed,
and, no matter what standing an Indian may possess, he is liable to all the
disabilities. The only exemption so far promised is as to residence and it is
surrounded by such insulting regulations that hardly any self-respecting
Indian has applied for exemption. What is more, residential exemption is
the last thing needed by the Indians, for what is that exemption worth
if it does not carry with it the right to trade ? The order has been inverted
under the present regime. Formerly, Mr. Chamberlain, recognising that
trade was an essential part, a-sked the Boer Government to leave undis-
turbed the Indian trade in towns but said that he would have no objection
to Mr. Kruger setting apart portions, for sanitary purposes, for separate
residence of British Indians.

If the Indians, on whose behalf the war was partly undertaken,
cannot better their position, they have a right to claim that the position
they enjoyed before war might at least be maintained.
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84.   ORANGE RIVER COLONY
As a rule, the Government Gazette of any country is very dry reading,
and it is only those who want to study insolvency notices and such like that
approach it, unless they happen to be lawyers. But the Government Gazette
issued in the Orange River Colony is an exception to the general rule.
The numbers of that Gazette arc often interesting, if also to some of us
painful, reading. It shows the progress which His Majesty's Government
in the Colony is making by leaps and bounds towards complete assimi-
lation of the British policy to the Boer policy on the Colour question. And,
just as newly made converts are the most enthusiastic people, so also the
Government of the Orange River Colony, being thoroughly converted
to the Boer view of the Colour question, is out-boering the Boers themselves.
The Gazette for the 31st December last (by the way, a very suitable date
for laying down a policy) contains in the regulations published therein
for the town of Brandfort a new definition of the term c'Native".
Article 114 lays down that
the term native or natives occurring in these regulations, unless the reading